
Unit 2:  4th Grade Social Studies  

Grade Level: 4th 

Unit Name: The Law of the Land 

Pacing: 5 Weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 

4.PC.1.B.a - Explain the major 

purposes of the U.S. Constitution. 

 

4.PC.1.C.a - Explain the major 

purpose of the Bill of Rights. 

 

4.PC.1.C.b - Identify important 

principles in the Bill of Rights. 

 

4.GS.2.D - Identify and explain the 

functions of the 3 branches of 

government in the federal 

government. 

Learning Targets: 
 

I can identify the major purposes of the 

U.S. Constitution. 

 

I can explain the major purpose of the 

Bill of Rights. 

 

I can identify important principles in the 

Bill of Rights. 

 

I can identify the functions of the 3 

branches of the federal government. 

 

I can explain the functions of the 3 

branches of the federal government. 

Supporting Standards:  
 

4.PC.1.B.b - With assistance, research and analyze 

the text of the U.S. Constitution to determine 

important principles such as limited government, 

rule of law, majority rules, minority rights, 

separation of powers, checks and balances, and 

popular sovereignty. 

 

4.GS.2.A - Explain how the purpose and roles of 

government were debated c. early settlements to 

1800. 

 

4.GS.2.B - Analyze peaceful resolution of disputes 

by courts or other legitimate authorities in U.S. 

history from early settlement to c. 1800. 

 

4.GS.2.C - Explain how authoritative decisions are 

made, enforced and interpreted by the federal 

government across historical time periods and/or 

current events. 

 

4.H.3.E.a - Describe the historical context for the 

drafting of the Declaration of Independence, the 

Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 

 



4.H.3.E.b - Explain how the Declaration of 

Independence, the Constitution and the Bill of 

Rights affected people in the United States prior to 

c. 1800. 

 

4.TS.7.B.b - Create products such as maps, 

graphs, timelines, charts and models, diagrams, 

etc. to communicate information and 

understanding. 

 

4.TS.7.C.a - Distinguish between fact and opinion 

and recognize bias and point of view in social 

studies topics. 

Big Ideas: 
 

The Constitution sets the laws for 

the government and the nations’ 

citizens. 

 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 

What ideas about government and 

citizens’ rights does the U.S. 

Constitution include? 

 

Vocabulary: 
 

Constitution, amendment, Bill of Rights, rights, 

federal government, checks and balances, 

legislative branch, executive branch, judicial 

branch, veto 

 


